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WELCOME FELLOW 
GENEALOGISTS

TO OUR TOPIC FOR TODAY!



The National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP) &
The Chronicling America Project

Chronicling America: How It Helps You in Your 
Genealogy Research

Pat Corcoran

July 22, 2018; Revised Sept 25, 2020
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History of ‘Chronicling America’

• From 1982 – 2011, the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) directed the United States Newspaper Program (USNP), 
which partnered with States to do an inventory, cataloging, and 
selective preservation on microfilm of at-risk newspaper 
materials from 18thC to present

• In 2003, the NEH and Library of Congress (LOC) partnered to 
establish the US National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP) to 
create permanent access to digitized newspapers on a site called 
Chronicling America

• US States partner with the NDNP via a grant award to select and 
digitize ~100,000 newspaper pages representing that state's 
regional history, geographic coverage, and events of note.
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http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Endowment_for_the_Humanities
http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Digital_Newspaper_Program


Purpose and Goals of Chronicling America

• Purpose: Create a searchable database and website that contains digitized 
newspaper pages and information about historic newspapers

• Goals:
• Preserve newspapers, which are forever maintained by LOC 
• Increase access by making it internet-based
• Develop newspaper digitization standards for all
• Build state partners’ capacities to cultivate local programs. Go to the NPD Extras list   

to see these programs:     https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/

• Texas Portal for Education: 
https://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/newspapers/index.html

• South Carolina Information:
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/digital_collections/inde
x.php

• Kentucky Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WjJLEhC4KQ
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https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/
https://education.texashistory.unt.edu/lessons/newspapers/index.html
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/digital_collections/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WjJLEhC4KQ


Status of Chronicling America

• Newspaper Directory has ~156,720 newspapers from 1690 - present

• Current Pages Available: ~17M from 48 states/2 territories

• About 3,263 Digitized Newspapers cover 1789-1963
• Newspapers published in the USA prior to 1923 are in the public 

domain
• After 1922 they are in the public domain, but may contain some 

copyrighted third party materials. There may be some past 1922, 
but the majority are PRIOR to 1922.

All of it is                to the public
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State and County-level Coverage

2019 added Rhode Island, Wyoming, & US Virgin Is; MA and NH are still not participating – not sure why
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How it Can Help with Genealogy Research

• Can give one a historical perspective of life and times
• Wars in states or abroad; immigration West; life in late 1800s; historical 

events
• Pictures, maps, cartoons, fashions, ads, and much more

• Allows search for names of family and newspaper stories that give 
one more information & a deeper understanding of their lives, 
maybe even with photos!
• Births, Marriages, Obituaries (providing additional information)
• Sports, school information, local disasters 
• Society columns in local papers can provide useful & sometimes very 

detailed information not available anywhere else – like ‘diary’ of a town!
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How To Use Chronicling America

• First see what newspapers are in the DIRECTORY; then, which are 
digitized
• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/

• Choose tab labeled ‘All Digitized Newspapers 1789 – 1963’.  A box will allow you to find 
what has been digitized for a specific STATE.  

• Then you can on the same page do a SEARCH by STATE, COUNTY, CITY, + YEARS OR DATES

• Ken Marks’ Video Part 3: Finding Articles 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL2lQ42JX7s (11-minute video we’ll watch)

• Ken has several other ‘PARTS’ ON YouTube also

• Using Advanced Search Techniques
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9AlMLyLMNU (4-minute video we’ll watch)

• I’ll give you a recipe so you can do it yourself
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL2lQ42JX7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9AlMLyLMNU
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For Sondra, I chose: Indiana, Madison Co, 1890-1930

Click on a paper to 
see details about that 
newspaper. 

Some or none of these 
may be digitized, but 
at least you can see 
what papers exist.
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Clicking on a newspaper name brings you to this page 
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Let’s look at the Newspapers that are Digitized 

Only 1 
state at a 
time
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359 topics classified into 12 subject areas; e.g. 
“Sports & American Pastimes” 
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Let’s SEARCH the Newspapers that are Digitized 

• Best not to use 
for name 
searches

• Can use for 
topics: Titanic, 
skyscraper, etc.

• ADVANCED 
SEARCH a 
better choice
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Let’s do ADVANCED SEARCH of Newspapers that are Digitized 

Hold control key (CTRL) to choose more than one 
state or newspaper. For newspaper type first letter to 
go down to that part of alphabet.

See next slide for search criteria

SELECT YEAR OR
DATE RANGE
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Advanced Search Criteria
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(with the phrase}
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(Within ‘X’ words of each other)
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Let’s look at the Results of your Advanced Search with phrase 
“Ohio University”

1890 
instances of 
the phrase
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• Click on one newspaper 
to see results



25

TO GO 
BACK TO
ALL 
RESULTS

To go to ‘next’ newspaper

JP2=JPEG2000
Needs a 
special tool

Save OR
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Or Saving an Image

Click on 
Scissors 
when you 
like what 
you see on 
screen

It brings up the clipped image WITHOUT
THE RED MARKS

You can print OR
Download the 
Image as a ‘JPG’.

You can then save 
It using a name like

‘1916-Aug-29_John 
Smith’

That way you can 
store in a folder 
named after the 
Newspaper.

If you print the page
the citation will print!



How to do Citations for What you Find

27

Chronicling America supports persistent links to newspaper Directory records and pages by 
providing a predictable URL, displayed in the descriptive information for that object. Using 
the URI Template syntax described in RFC 6570, the links will use the pattern:

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/{lccn}/{date}/ed-{edition}/seq-{image sequence}

Where:

• lccn is the # Library of Congress Control Number for the newspaper

• date is the date of the issue, specified as yyyy-mm-dd (e.g. 1902-01-30)

• edition is the edition number for that date (e.g. 1)

• seq is the image sequence number (e.g. 23) for that issue.

For example:

• https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1903-01-08/ed-1/seq-2

When describing Chronicling America as the source of content, please use the URL 
and a Web site citation, such as "from the Library of Congress, Chronicling 
America: Historic American Newspapers site".

https://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc6570
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Mrs. D. A. Corcoran and son, Jim, left this afternoon for Kansas 
City where they will visit relatives. Mr. Corcoran will leave here 
Saturday by motor to join them in Kansas City for the 
remainder of the stay. They will return about October first. 

Sept 6, 1922; column 2; Daily Ardmoreite

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cusack, have taken the D. A. Corcoran 
home, at 325 D Street, southwest, for the month of 
September.

Sept 7, 1922; Daily Ardmoreite

TOM COOPER MAKES SIX DELIVERIES DURING WEEK
Tom Cooper Motor Company reports the following car deliveries for this week: Cadillac phaeton to Dr. Thos. W. 

Dowdy, Wilson; Victoria to Ray Poland, Ardmore; phaeton to Budd Hoard, Ardmore; roadster, to Buck Garrett; a 
big six Studebaker touring is delivered to D. A. Corcoran, and a Special Six Studebaker touring to Otis M. Smith.

Feb 26, 1922; Daily Ardmoreite
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Pat’s research of her 
paternal grandfather 
Dan A. Corcoran in 
Ardmore, OK
Daily Ardmoreite
newspaper in 1922
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Grandpa Dan & Uncle Jim

Now I knew that 
the Corcoran car 
was a new 
Studebaker



LEARNING HOW TO USE ‘CHRONICLING AMERICA’
and A NEW FEATURE called ‘NEWSPAPER NAVIGATOR’

• Many ‘YouTube’ Videos 
• SEVERAL FROM OHIO ARE QUITE GOOD

• https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=OHIO+VIDEOS+how+to+use
+chronicling+america

• STATE OF OHIO has a great website with many useful topics 
• At this link you can listen to several podcasts:

• http://ndnpohio.ohiohistory.org/outreach
• NEW FEATURE: How to Find Photos and Images in Old Newspapers with 

Newspaper Navigator
by Lisa Cooke | Sep 26, 2020 | 01 What's New, Elevenses with Lisa,

• HERE’S THE LINK ON YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp1syVr3vf4
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https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=OHIO+VIDEOS+how+to+use+chronicling+america
http://ndnpohio.ohiohistory.org/outreach
https://lisalouisecooke.com/author/lisalouise/
https://lisalouisecooke.com/category/whats-new/
https://lisalouisecooke.com/category/elevenses-with-lisa/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp1syVr3vf4


ADDITIONAL INFO ON WHAT IS DIGITIZED

• Public Domain 
• Before 1923 

• 1923-1977, without copyright notice 

• 1923-1963, with copyright notice if copyright was not renewed

• Under Copyright
• 1923-1963, with copyright notice if copyright was renewed 

• 1964-1977, with copyright notice 

• 1977-current

SOURCE:  http://ndnpohio.ohiohistory.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/12/NPDig_2015.pdf
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